2i4         MEN, MOVEMENTS, AND MYSELF
Your Note saying you deklined to ackt in the matter, I driv the
Cow over to the Feller's place an' told him he had won her. . . .
That's all I got for shouting meself Hoarse for you on pole day
an' months befoar,'
On every day that Parliament meets there are numerous meetings,
either official or called by the parties in connection with Bills that
are before the House, or are being prepared for introduction. A
member has therefore little opportunity for the quiet research and
reflection which is an essential condition of satisfactory parlia-
mentary work, and the amount of printed material that he is called
upon to read is unbelievable.
During the first three years that I was a member of Parliament
I was also a member of the London County Council, and this
greatly added to my responsibilities.
As a result of the general election of 1924 the Labour Party
was called upon to form a Government. One section of the party,
foreseeing that, owing to its minority position, it would be ineffec-
tive, compromised, and misunderstood, was opposed to its taking
office under such unsatisfactory conditions. Another section,
which included most of those referred to, were in favour of
taking office, if an uncompromising Socialist programme were
announced in the King's Speech. The leaders of the party,
however, decided that it was advisable at all costs to refute, once
and for ever, the cheap taunt that Labour could not form an efficient
Government. Mr. Winston Churchill constantly adorned his
rhetoric with this kind of assertion; but he probably only meant
that any administration that he did not lead, and could not in-
timidate, could not rightly be called a 'Government.'
In any case, the first Labour Government in the history of the
British nation was formed, with ministers, most of whom faced the
responsibilities of office for the first time. I was not a member of
it, and my estimate of its quality is to that extent unbiased. Its
shortcomings were obvious even to its supporters; but there was
no need to apologize for it, either to the Liberals or to the Tories.
I knew all of its ministers more or less intimately, and taking their
respective individual capacities into consideration, I had not the
least doubt that in experience, in application to their duties, and in
devotion to their country, they were not inferior to any team that
the other parties could have put at the disposal of their country.
They managed the business of the country with dignity and
efficiency, and, in spite of the campaign of slander to which they